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Several 
decisions were made last month. 

Page one stories, below and at right, 
sketch more than $320 million in 


transfer projects approved by the 
Transportation Commission and 


Governor-elect Victor Atiyeh. 

Ripples created by freeway 
withdrawals spread beyond the Portland 
area for the first time as the commission 


conditioned approval of 1-505 


alternative projects in Portland on the 
shifting of about $35 million to 
downstate highway needs. 

The commission also approved 
Banfield freeway improvements, while 
Atiyeh pledged support for a light rail 
system along the corridor. 

Also , contracts were let on the first 
large Mt. Hood Freeway Transfer 
project: major improvements on Powell 
Boulevard between the Willamette River 
and 50th Ave. in Southeast Portland. 


Banfield gets 
Commission 
endorsement 


Banfield Transitway proponents 


heard good news from both the 


Governor-elect Victor Atiyeh on Dec. 
1). 

Commissioners voted unanimously to 
support previous decisions by Tri-Met, 


Columbia Region Association of 


Governments, Multnomah County, and 
Portland and Gresham city councils to 
improve the Banfield corridor. 

The package calls for enlarging the 
freeway to six lanes from Lloyd Center 
to I-205 and building a light rail line 
from downtown Portland to Gresham 
via the Banfield, 1-205 and East 
Burnside Street. 

The commission pledged state 
highway funds to match federal dollars 
on freeway-related improvements, such 
as right of way acquisition, replacement 
of overpasses and building six standard 
width lanes plus shoulders. 

The commission also pledged 
Highway Fund matching dollars to 
replace the upper deck of the Steel 


Bridge. 
Within an hour after the 
commission’s approval, Atiyeh 


announced his support for legislation 
earmarking $18 million in state general 
funds during the next six years as match 
for the light rail transit portion of the 
project. 

Federal funds for the $160 million 
project were transferred from the 
defunct Mt. Hood Freeway project. The 
light rail portion is estimated to cost 
$90 million with freeway reconstruction 
estimated at $70 million. 


major freeway transfer 


This aerial view of the Banfield Freeway is looking east from 39th Street, Portland. 
The commission approved freeway improvements, and Governor-elect Victor Atiyeh 
said he will support a General Fund request to build a light rail system along the 
corridor. Photo by Gene Kinney. 


United Way campaign ends 


ODOT employees gave $26,787 
during the 1978 United Way drive 
between October and mid-December. 

Une” MIssed lass wearers 
record-breaking total by $1,179. 

Campaign managers were Bob 


2nd bridge contract let 


Willamette-Western Corp., Portland, 
was awarded a contract for $35,688,000 
to build the south channel bridge 
section of the Glenn L. Jackson (1-205) 
Bridge over the Columbia River. 

The contract was the third in a series 
of five for construction of the $175 
million structure, expected to open to 
traffic in 1982. It will provide an 
eastside bypass of Portland and 
Vancouver. 


Completion date for the South 
Channel project is Dec. 31, 1981. It will 
provide twin structures, each 3,120 feet 
long, between the Oregon shore and 
Government Island. A bike path will 
separate the two spans. 

The corporation is part of the joint 
venture, Willamette-AlC-General, 
currently building the north channel 
substructure to be completed in late 
1980. 


Gormsen, ODOT administrative offices; 
Dick Hacek, Highway Division; Don 
Leslie, Motor Vehicles Division; and 
Roger Ritchey, Aeronautics Division. 


_ Marion and Polk County donations - 
totaled $16,000 with 675 persons giving. 


“About 50 percent of the persons we 
solicited gave,’’ Gormsen said. Helping 
him in the Transportation Building were 
Bill Albright, Molly Mae Brown, Dave 
Crosley, Si Ford, Susan Gafvert, Roger 
Keiffer, Chet Keirsey, Nancy|Kopitke, 
Doris Kurtz, Steve Macnab, Monica 
Majeski, Deanna Morse, Roy Priem, 
Joyce Veal and Joyce Young. 

Statewide totals include: Highway 
Division, $17,347; Administrative 
offices, $4,290; DMV, $4,543; 
Aeronautics Division, $607. 

The Aeronautics Division gave the 
most per capita, with an average 
contribution of $40. 


Major decisions earmark $320 million 


1-505 transfer 
gives millions 
to downstate 


Transportation Commission approval 
of a Portland City Council request to 
transfer 1-505 freeway funds will 
provide $34 million for road projects 
outside the Portland area. 

The Dec. 19 action came in the 
aftermath of a Nov. 30 city council 
decision to drop plans for the $164 
million industrial freeway leading 
northwest from the Fremont Bridge. 

Commissioners voted to guarantee 
$6.3 million in state match for $50 
million in alternate street improvement 
projects in the withdrawn freeway 
corridor under the following conditions: 

eThat ODOT receive sufficient 
transfer funds to complete its three top 
priority projects in the metro area 

eThat about $27 million in Portland 
federal urban funds be transferred to 
primary highway system _ projects 
outside the metro area during the next 
eight years, and 

e That all of the estimated $7.4 million 
in metro area federal aid primary funds 
in the current Six-Year Highway 


~~-Improvement Program be transferred ~~ 


downstate. 

METRO Administrator Bob 
Bothman says ODOT’s three top 
Portland-area projects are a new Sunset 
ORE217 interchange in the Beaverton 
area; major intersection improvements 
at 190th and Powell in the Gresham 
area; and major improvements along 
ORE212 between 1-205 and Rock Creek 
east of Gladstone. 

ODOT director-designate Fred 
Klaboe says downstate projects to be 
funded with the transferred money have 
not been identified, but “there are 
literally hundreds of good projects 
around to choose from,’’ he says. 


The DMV’s central computer was 
“out of order’ for a week in 
November, creating general havoc 
not only for employees, but other 
agencies and the public. Report on 
page seven. 


ODOT Director Fred Klaboe talks 
about his new job, page two. 


Year-end retirees listed, page 4. 


Federal program rescues 
deteriorating bridges, page three. 


New labor relations manager hired, 
page seven. 
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Klaboe: reconfirming priorities 


Fred Klaboe, after 30 years with the 
department, begins his toughest 
assignment this month -- the 
directorship. To many employees, 
Klaboe has been a well-known and 
respected figure in department 
operations. But there are doubtless 
many other employees who know little, 
if anything, about the new director. 

How does he work as an 
administrator? Does he plan any 
changes? What are his priorities? What 
does he think of the commission form 
of government? Being a “highway 
man,” how does he feel about ODOT’s 
other divisions? 

VIA asked these and other questions 
during a taped interview recently. 


VIA: Fred, how did you first learn you 
were selected as the new director? 
KLABOE: On Tuesday (Nov. 28) the 
commission asked whether | would 
consider the job. Two days later, they 
selected me during a telephone 
conference call. 

VIA: Who do you think made the 
decision to hire you -- the commission 
or Governor-elect Atiyeh? 

KLABOE: The commission. They also 
checked with Mr. Atiyeh, so they had 
his blessing. 


‘We will face serious 
deficits in the second 
biennium from now.” 


VIA: What has been the reaction from 
people in and out of the department, 
regarding your selection? 

KLABOE: I’ve had very good reactions, 
and | appreciate the support !’ve had 
within the department. After working 
here 30 years, | think maybe it’s a case 
of mutual trust and confidence. 

VIA: How would you describe yourself 
as an administrator?Do you tend to 
make decisions by yourself, or is it your 
style to work with others? 

KLABOE: | consult with others whom 
| feel can give the best information in 
whatever field I’m working on. | rely to 
a great extent on the counsel | get. 
VIA: What is the most important 
change you'd like to make as director? 
KLABOE: | don’t want to emphasize 
change as being the thing |’m out to do. 
The most important problem is still the 
existing highway and park systems. 
They need a lot of maintenance and 
rehabilitation, and that will be the 
biggest challenge | will direct myself to 
during the next two years. 

VIA: We’ve had three consecutive 
revenue measures turned down by the 
voters. If deterioration is our biggest 
problem, will we have to try again? 
KLABOE: No, not in the near future. 
We'll have to cut back, do much more 
with less money and re-confirm our 


maintenance and rehabilitation 
priorities. 

VIA: But sooner or later, if we’re going 
to address the deterioration problem, 
won’t we need more revenue? 

KLABOE: Absolutely. With some cuts, 
| think we can manage through the next 
two years. Beyond that, the picture gets 
more cloudy. We will face serious 
deficits in the second biennium from 
now, and we’ll have to find some way of 
generating additional funds, if 
Oregonians want to keep a road system 
they will be pleased with. 

VIA: In view of our past revenue 
measure defeats, do you think there’s a 
likelihood that voters will approve one 
within the next four years? 

KLABOE: Yes. The public has a lot of 
half truths and misconceptions about 
the system. We have to address ourselves 
to straightening things out. | do think 
that Oregonians, if they know the 
seriousness of the problem, will elect to 


tax themselves more to rescue our 
highways. 
VIA: Will the deterioration have to 


increase in order to heighten the voters’ 
awareness? 

KLABOE: That’s a hard one to answer. 
| think, to some degree, that may be 
true. 

VIA: With the present budget, we can’t 
really slow down deterioration, so is 
there anything that could be done? 
KLABOE: We are going to redirect 
some funds to address that problem. 
We’ll slow it down a little, but we won’t 
be able to stop it. It will continue until 
we can get sufficient revenue. 

VIA: What would a ballot measure, say, 
several years from now, look like? 
Would it be a straight gas tax increase? 
KLABOE: | don’t think we can depend 
on a straight gas tax increase. 

There’s no question that we’ll see the 
consumption of gas go down, 
particularly when newer, more efficient 
cars enter the market in bigger numbers. 
We’ have to look at alternative sources, 
but | don’t mean sources other than 
highway user funds. I’m thinking more 
about a variable gas tax, similar to the 
state of Washington’s, which inflates 
with the cost of gas. Gas will continue 
to rise in price next year. 

VIA: OPEC has just announced a 14.5 
percent increase which will be passed 
directly on to the consumer. 

KLABOE: There is also talk about well 
head taxes, and putting more tax on 
gasoline to discourage its use. So given 
these circumstances, we’ve got to find 
something that lets us float with 
inflationary factors. 

VIA: Let’s talk about the department. 
Do you have any plans about 
reorganization? 

KLABOE: Nothing definite right now, 
but some evaluations are being made. 
We have a study going on now to see 
whether we need some fine tuning or 
adjustments that could enhance the 
organization’s efficiency. 


VIA: When would any changes occur? 
KLABOE: We should know more about 
that by the end of January. 

VIA: You’re a career highway man. 
Will it be a problem to give equal 
attention to ODOT’s other divisions? 
KLABOE: Let’s define the word equal. 
Certainly | am going to give appropriate 
attention to all modes and the DMV. 
Equal attention might not be the right 
term, because our major problems are 
with the highway and parks systems. 
VIA: We’ve talked about the highway 
system deteriorating. What about parks? 
KLABOE: Parks have the same 
problem -- the antiquated facilities need 
to be improved as well as maintained. 
As for funding, the branch has been 
moving rapidly into a more 
self-sufficient organization. They get 
very little highway dollars now. They do 


Klaboe fields a variety of questions during a recent interview with VIA. 
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get the dedicated vehioe’ license plate 
fees -- RV license plate fees -- which are 
increasing rather rapidly. And income 
from the parks operation itself is also 
increasing. 
VIA: We talked a few minutes ago 
about the fact that the commission, 
rather than the governor, appointed you 
as director. How do you feel about the 
lay commission setting policy for the 
department? 
KLABOE: | feel very good about that. 
I’ve always been a supporter of the 
commission form of government. 
VIA: Why? 
KLABOE: Oregon has benefitted from 
having very knowledgeable and 
dedicated people helping the 
administration for many, many years. 
VIA: Doesn’t it seem logical, though, 
that the governor should have direct 
control over the third largest agency in 
state government, rather than a 
commission? 
KLABOE: The commission is 
appointed by the governor, and I’m sure 
it listens to the policies of the governor. 
| do think that with an organization 
such as ours, it would be very difficult 
for any one person, or even several 
persons in the governor’s office, to set 
policies in this field. It takes a lot of 
time and effort to become thoroughly 
knowledgeable. 
VIA: There has been talk in the past 
about ODOT’s low morale resulting 
from the lay-offs and other conditions 
within the department. How do you see 
the situation, and do you think it will 
improve now that you are the director? 
KLABOE: The morale situation is a 
hard one to address. Frankly, | don’t 
know how bad it is these days, or 
whether my being the new director will 
change it. But | have a feeling that we 
have many very dedicated people that 
put in a good day’s work. 
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Fee increase 
proposals to 


hit the road 


The Parks Branch will take a major 
step this month toward its goal of 
becoming more financially 
self-sufficient. 

A series of public hearings will be 
held throughout the state to gather 
opinions on several proposed fee 
increases recommended by the Parks 
Advisory Committee last November. 

The Transportation Commission 
approved the request to conduct 
hearings at its December meeting. 

Deputy Superintendent Warren 
Gaskill and Ray Leavitt, Field 
Operations manager, will conduct the 
hearings in Salem, Portland, Bend, 
Pendleton, Eugene, Newport, Coos Bay 
and Medford from Jan. 16 to 19. 

The branch is considering increasing 
all camping fees by $1; increasing group 
picnic fees and dropping the 200-person 
group limit; increasing group facility 
fees at Silver Falls, Emigrant Springs 
and Shore Acres parks. 

Parks is also considering dropping the 
year-old telephone reservation system 
and $2 campsite reservation fee. 

Although not a specific proposal, day 
use fees will be discussed at the 
hearings. 

“If we ever begin a day use fee, it 
would have to be simple,” Gaskill said, 
““nerhaps something like the snow 
parking permit sticker.” 

Historically, the branch’s policy has 
been to make day use areas available at 
no cost. During the 1977 Legislature, 
however, the branch was directed to 
consider ways of generating more 
revenue from park users. 

Specific fee proposals to be discussed 
at the January hearings are part of this 
legislative directive, Gaskill said. 

The controversial $2 non-resident 
camping surcharge, begun last season,was 
the first major user fee increase. 

Public reaction has been negative, 
particularly from~ non-residents. 
Camping among non-residents has 
declined due to the surcharge, according 
to the branch, from 53 percent in 
1975-77, to 44 percent in 1977-78. The 
surcharge only generated about 
one-third of the $626,494 officials had 
estimated. 

The surcharge issue may come up 
during the 1979 Legislature. 


Most state parks 


to handicapped, 


Persons confined to wheelchairs 
should feel free to plan picnics in most 
state parks next summer. 

A recent survey taken by the Parks 
Branch reveals that most parks, 
especially those developed within the 
past few years, are accessible to the 
physically handicapped. 

Areas that aren’t accessible, due to 
narrow doors, lack of ramps or other 
barriers, were recommended for 
improvements. 

“Most of the problems were minor, 
and we have already begun correcting 


ODOT folders 
now available 


ODOT now has its own “‘peechee”’ 
folder. 

Folders, produced by the Office of 
-Intergovernmental and Public Affairs, 
can be used for departmental 
workshops, seminars or conferences. 
The cover shows a transportation scene 
with ODOT’s motto, “Serving Oregon 
on the Move.” 

They can be obtained from room 
104, Transportation Building, Salem. 
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The Yaquina Bay Bridge ‘in Newport is scheduled for $2. million 


aces 


in deck repair under the new SBRP. 


Federal bridge pot grows by $5 million 


Oregon’s share of federal funds to 
replace or repair deficient bridges has 
grown from $1.4 to $6.1 million under 
the Special Bridge Replacement 
Program (SBRP). 

The program, in the 1978 Surface 
Transportation Act recently passed by 
Congress, earmarks $900 million 
nationally during the 1979 fiscal year. 

The sum will climb to $1.1 billion in 
1980 and to $1.3 billion in 1981. The 
Act also provides that a percentage of 
the funds be used for bridges off the 
federal aid system. 

Walt Hart, Highway Division bridge 
engineer, considers Oregon’s share “a 
Godsend, but it won’t solve the 
problem,” he said. “We have too many 
deficient structures.” 

A list of projects has been prepared 
by the Federal Highway Administration 
for each state. Oregon’s data was 
submitted by the Maintenance Branch. 
After studying the data, the FHWA 
assigns a “sufficiency rating’? to each 
project. A rating measures a bridge’s 
structural adequacy, geometry, strategic 
importance and traffic volume. 


accessible 
Says Survey 


them,” said Mike Whittam, Region 1 
resource coordinator, who supervised 
the two CETA employees who 
conducted the survey. “For instance, a 
ramp was installed at’ Fort Stevens.” 

Charley Smith, confined to a 
wheelchair because of Spastic Cerebral 
Palsy, surveyed each park during the 
past spring and summer months. He was 
assisted by Maury Foss, who has a 
milder form of C.P. Smith now plans to 
pursue his master’s degree in theraputic 
recreation, and Foss is working as a park 
aide at Silver Falls State Park. 

Older parks have the worst barriers, 
according to the survey. “Newer 
facilities, like the Champoeg Visitor 
Center, were designed with accessibility 
for the handicapped in mind,” Whittam 
said. 

More costly improvements, like 
building renovation, will be included in 
future park improvement plans. 

Inquiries from handicapped persons 
about park facilities have increased 
during the past two years, Whittam 
noted. Since the survey was finished, 
several agencies have expressed interest 
in doing a similar survey. 

Whittam hopes to compile a 
brochure showing where park facilities 
suitable for the handicapped are 
located. 


115 bridges eligible 


This year, Oregon will allocate about 
$900,000 of its SBRP share to the 
replacement or rehabilitation of bridges 
on off-system projects. The remaining 
$5.2 million will be used on the state 
and county federal aid system. 

About 115 bridges on Oregon’s 
federal aid system are eligible for funds. 
Off-system bridges have not yet been 
rated, but a program is underway to 
obtain the information. 

To be eligible under the program, a 
bridge must be less than 50 percent 
sufficient. 

The matching ratio is 80 percent 
federal and 20 percent local. Other 


Newly-elected Portland-area legislators Rick Bauman and Jo Simpson, center, talk 


bridge work may be done under the 
Primary, Secondary or 3R (resurfacing, 
restoration, rehabilitation) programs. 

A major SBRP project scheduled for 
bid letting in May calls for about $2 
million in deck repair on the Yaquina 
Bay Bridge in Newport. 

The first project in the program will 
be to replace the old narrow structure 
over Herman Creek on Forest Lane near 
Cascade Locks. Bid letting will be in 
January, with an estimated cost of 
$109,560. 

The second structure listed is the 
Walluski River Bridge near Astoria in 
Clatsop County. On the February bid 
schedule, its estimated cost is 
$1,720,000. 


ee 


with Parks Superintendent Dave Talbot, left, and Intergovernmental and Public 


Affairs Manager George Bell. 


Parks Branch explains 
issues to new legislators 


State Parks has completed a round of 
five “brown bag” luncheons designed to 
acquaint legislators with its current 
fiscal and program issues. 

The plan was simple: Get to them 
now while they have time to listen. 

The latest—and last—meeting was 
held in mid-December at Tryon Creek 
State Park near Portland. Three 
newly-elected legislators 
attended: Norm Smith, Rick Bauman 
and Jo Simpson. 

During the meetings, Parks 
Superintendent Dave Talbot explained 
how, and why, Parks Branch funding is 
being gradually shifted from the 
Highway Fund to the General Fund. 


That shift, Talbot said, makes 
widespread public support even more 
critical than ever. 

Talbot also discussed Parks’ 
legislative proposals such as granting 
citation authority to certain Parks 
employees and beginning day use fees, 
as well as controversial issues such as the 
$2 non-resident camping surcharge. 

Wally Hibbard, manager of river 
programs, reviewed the status of the 
Willamette Greenway. 

Earlier meetings were held in 
Corvallis, Eugene, Salem and Portland, 
and were led by L. L. “Stub” Stewart, 
chairman of the Parks and Recreation 
Advisory Committee. 
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i Jack Spencer 
26 years 


Edith Toll 
27 years 


Ernest Jenson 
20 Years 


5/ year-end retirees announced; 
ODOT service totals 1,287 years 


Fifty-seven ODOT employees retired 
on Dec. 31. Together, they have served 
the department for 1,287 years. Here’s 
the list: 


36 to 41 years 


Alfred W. Bates, Roseburg; highway 
engineer 4; 40 years. 

Vernal F. Busch, Salem; chief 
weighmaster; 37 years. 

Lynn E. Everson, Roseburg; HE 1; 
39 years. 

Olaf G. Fransen, Tillamook; highway 
maintenance supervisor 2; 41% years. 

Clarence Gruis, LaGrande; heavy 
equipment mechanic 2; 35% years. 


30 to 35 years 


Winifred M. Aydelott, Lake Oswego; 
motor vehicle rep. 1; 21 years. 

Donald R. Bess, Astoria; toll 
collector; 32% years. 

Peter L. Carstenson, Salem; HE 3; 30 
years. 

LaVerne Chambers, Salem; clerical 
assistant; 25/4 years. 

Charles W. Denniston, Grants Pass, 
highway maintenance worker 2; 30% 
years. 

Clifford Dornhecker, 
HMW 2; 31% years. 

Forrest Epley, Imbler; HE 3; 32 
years. 

Ray C. Jones, Grants Pass; HMW 2; 
31 years. 

Herman Lapo, Klamath Falls; HMW 
2; 30% years. 

Howard G. Miller, Salem; HMW 3; 30 
years. 

George S. Rossman, Salem; HE 2; 30 
years. 

Floyd ©. Scott, Salem; HE 5; 30% 
years. 


Prineville; 


20 to 29 years 


Ralph W. Bickford, Shedd; HMW 1; 
22 years. 

Diane Charette, Salem; 
administrative assistant; 20% years. 

William DeSouza, Salem; engineering 
technician 2; 22% years. 

Smith French, Salem; personnel 
officer; 26 years. 

Melvin E. Hubbard, Milwaukie; HE 1; 
22 years. 

Melvin L. Jacobsen, Monmouth; HE 
2; 22 years. 

Marvin M. Jeffcoat, Yoncalla; HMW 
2; 22 years. 

Ernest C. Jenson, 
weighmaster 2; 20% years. 

Corey Johnson, Salem; HMW 1; 22 
years. 

John V. Nasymth, Government 
Camp; HMW 3; 20% years. 


Tigard; 


Roy Ridgeway, Ontario; HMW 2; 21 
years. 

Ralph Salter, Otis; HMS 2; 26 years. 

Ben E. Sell, Sweet Home; HMS 1; 23 
years. 

Thomas A. Snider, Vancouver, WA.; 
HMW 1; 21 years. 

Jack Spencer, Salem; region 
supervisor for the central and northwest 
DMV regions; 26 years. 

Fred A. Steers, Florence; park ranger 
2; 21 years. 

Lois Toft, Salem; administrative 
assistant; 22% years. 

Edith Toll, Salem; clerical assistant; 
272 years. 

Ora Mae Zahn, Salem; administrative 
assistant; 25 years. 


7 to 19 years 


Ellsworth F. Bemis, Prineville; park 
manager 1; 1714 years. 

Charles Burton, Vancouver, WA.; HE 
1; 18 years. 

Clifton V. Davidson, Klamath Falls; 
HMW 3; 16 years. 

Leroy P. Fitzell, Portland; HMW 3; 
17 years. 

Georgia Flumerfelt, Salem; clerical 
assistant; 10% years. 


Olive Gunder, clerical 


Simulation 


Highway Division officials emerged 
from the “rubble” of a simulated 


Salem; 


nuclear attack on Noy. 29 with flying 
colors. 

“This is the best conducted exercise | 
have seen so far,” said Jerry Shearer of 
the Federal Highway Administration, 


pe eee 


Exercise for ODOT and other agencies. 


Leonard Chase, consultant for the FHWA, led the Emergency Operations Simulation 


specialist; 14 years. 

Dale Hollandsworth, The Dalles; 
HMS 2; 7% years. 

Donald E. Jones, Portland; right of 
way agent 3; 13% years. 

Charles Mack, Portland; revenue 
auditor; 13 years. 

Vern J. Mason, Newport; HE 1; 17% 
years. 

Lloyd L. McGlin, The Dalles; HMW 
2; 15% years. 

LeRoy Mooers, Salem: ET 1; 15 
years. 

Orville B. Raymond, Brookings; park 
manager 3; 17 years. 

Virginia Shepherd, Portland; motor 
vehicle rep 1; 10 years. 

Grace Smith, Lebanon; motor vehicle 
rep. 1; 12% years. 

Howard A. Thomas, Portland; 
highway maintenance office manager; 
17 years. 

Harry E. Way, Bend; stores clerk; 
10% years. 

Vernon T. Weld, Lebanon; motor 
vehicle rep. 2; 15 years. 

Anna Lou Wilson, Salem; secretary; 
18% years. 

Richard W. Wilson, Roseburg; right 
of way agent 3; 17% years. 


New policy 
protects first 
aid givers 


Giving first aid during working hours 
is now “legal.” 

Although helping accident victims 
has always been a general rule of thumb 
in the department, the Transportation 
Commission recently adopted a policy 
to legally include the custom as part of 
an employee’s job responsibility. 

It states, in part: 

“Employees of the department 
should be encouraged to take first aid 
training and when properly qualified, 
render first aid assistance in the course 
of their employment to members of the 
traveling public.” 

Employees are covered in the policy 
only during working hours (noon hours 
are excluded). 

The purpose of the policy, according 
to ODOT Chief Counsel Jack Sollis, is 
“to make sure employees are covered 
under the Good Samaritan Law and 
the Tort Claims Act,” he said, “‘in case 
any claims are brought against them 
alleging negligence in giving first aid.” 


Crews earn 
SAIF awards 


Three crews earned SAIF Merit 
Awards for working without time-loss 
injuries. They include: 

District Sign Crew 141-00, The 
Dalles; four years without time-loss 
injuries; John L. Shuman, supervisor. 

District Sign Crew 142-40, 
Redmond; three years without time-loss 
injuries; Michael Penhollow, supervisor. 

District Bridge Crew 141-20, The 
Dalles; three years without time-loss 
injuries; William Fox, supervisor. 

Receiving a SAIF Achievement 
Award for accumulating 100,000 
man-hours without time-loss injuries is 
District Maintenance Crew 142-03, 
Madras; Jack Gregson, supervisor. 

Merit awards are given to smaller 
crews and achievement awards are given 
to larger crews. 

SAIF Achievement Awards went to: 

Materials and Research Crew 011-00, 


Salem; 386,043 man-hours without 
time-loss injuries; John Jenkins, 
supervisor. 


Engineering Crew 080-46, Tigard; 
100,000 man-hours without time-loss 
injuries; Howard Harris, supervisor. 


results labeled ‘best’ 


who coordinated the three-hour 
Emergency Operations Simulation 
Exercise held in Salem. Shearer was 
involved in nine other exercises 
throughout the country. 

Sponsored by the FHWA, the event 
tested Oregon’s methods of dealing with 


disasters such as floods, or nuclear 


attacks. 
Bridge damaged 


Along with the threat of radiation 
fallout, the simulated nuclear attack 
posed other problems, including the 
destruction of Salem’s Center Street 
Bridge, Portland’s Marquam Bridge, and 
damage from a missile strike in the 
Columbia River Gorge. 

Players had to determine the best 
way to route traffic around damaged 
areas, and which traffic and emergency 
supply problems had priority. 

Highway officials tested their ability 
to cooperate with Oregon’s police and 
military forces, and the State 
Emergency Operations Center. 

While ODOT’s emergency procedures 
were successful, most persons involved 
said they felt that some plans, especially 
those dealing with radiation fallout, 
should be updated. They recommended 
starting a training program on the use of 
radiation detection devices. 

State Highway Engineer Scott 
Coulter, pleased with the results of the 
exercise, promised an early updating of 
the Highway Division Emergency Plan. 
Floyd Lacey, ODOT’s coordinator for 
the exercise, will be handling the task. 
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Detroit Park Ranger Don Peek stands back as a tree begins to fall. Thirty-two dead 


trees surrounding picnic or camp sites were removed last month from the park. 


Doing ‘more with less’ 


Doing ‘‘More with Less” is the theme 
underlying a package of 29 ODOT bills 
that will be introduced in. the Senate 
and House during the 1979 legislative 
session. 

No major revenue bills are in the 
package. 

Since the voters have turned down 
three consecutive revenue measures, the 
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Transportation Commission decided not 
to ask this coming legislative session for 
a gas tax hike. 

ih Whew OF whileve, TONDO) TP 
Director-designate Fred Klaboe has said 
the department will have to live within 
its present income, and will have to 
“stretch the dollar’ to do a more 
efficient job. 


“By: Roy Priem 
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IT'S HARD TO THINK OF 
“DOING MORE WITH LESS” 
WHEN YOU'RE UP TO 
YOUR KNEES IN SNOW! 


32 trees felled 


Detroit park removes 
camping area hazards 


The buzz of a chain saw and the 
brittle snap of a falling tree shattered 
the snowy quiet of the forest at Detroit 
Lake State Park. 

“‘That’s how they sound when 
they’re dead,” said Assistant Park 
Manager Wayne Kruckman. ‘Often, 
they’re so brittle they’ll break in pieces.” 

The tree, devoid of foliage, lay like a 
naked giant with outstretched arms as 
Kruckman and Ranger Don Peek 
quickly sawed off the limbs. 


Could cause damage 


The tree was the last of 32 “danger 
trees” removed from campsite and 
picnic areas early last month. The trees 


could have fallen across tables or 
campers, causing damage or injury. 

“We haven’t removed this many trees 
from the park in several years,” said 
Frank Stiles, Region 1 parks supervisor. 
“This is mainly because trees can be 
dead for a few years before they pose 
danger as potential deadfalls.”’ 

The bigger logs will be used to build 
a 300-foot floating boom to protect the 
dock from damage due to choppy 
water. Smaller trees and limbs will be 
used to build wood bins for the park. 

Detroit Lake State Park is leased 
from the U.S. Forest Service. With 317 
camp sites, it has one of the state’s 
largest over-night areas. 


ODOT's mail crew 
faces daily deadlines 


Editor’s note: The following is part 
of a series describing the different 
sections and units of ODOT. 


The mail crew in Salem is on a 
merry-go-round that never stops. 

They circle through the building four 
times a day, gathering and delivering 
mail. Downstairs, there are other rigid 
deadlines: processing out-going mail; 
sorting internal distributions into proper 
“slots”; getting ready for inter-agency 
and shuttle pick-ups. 

The crew processes about 750 pieces 


Fs aiid 


of out-going U.S. mail a day, and a 

similar amount of agency material. 
Then, just as all the slots and mail 

baskets are emptied, another day begins 


“Our job is to make sure everything 
coming in goes out the same day,” says 
Al Holman, manager of the unit under 
ODOT General Services. 

His assistants are Ray Latourelle, 
Cindy Barnett and Gary Lord. They are 
trained to do each other’s duties, 
“because if someone is gone, the job 
still has to get done,’’ Holman says. 

Ray and Gary are the ‘“‘pony express 
riders.””» Commonly seen pushing the 
mail cart through the building, they 
each walk two miles a day, picking up 
and delivering mail. 

Cindy distributes to field personnel 
and operates the addressing machine. 
All employees work together in 
processing parcels and envelopes for 
mailing. 

The mail room also supplies offices 
with stationary and other materials. 

Sixty percent of the correspondence 
they handle is U.S. mail; 40 percent is 
inter and intra-agency. 


From left, Al Holman, Gary Lord, Cindy Barnett a 


Then there are the big distribution 
projects dumped on top of the regular 
routine -- like Transportation 
Commission news releases and bid 
notices to contractors. 

“We try to stay one step ahead by 
being prepared,” Holman says, noting 
that several sets of envelopes are 
pre-addressed. 

For instance, when the commission 
approves projects or makes decisions 
affecting the public, news releases are 
sent to about 300 newspapers, radio and 
television stations within an hour or two 
after the decision. 


nerd 


nd Ray Latourell. 


“Sometimes all of our big priority 
mailings come at once,’ Holman says. 
These include mailing rent receipts 
(ODOT owns numerous houses and 
buildings), news releases and bidding 
notices to contractors. 

“Things can get hectic, but we do 
what we can,” Holman says. If two big 
priorities ‘‘clash,’’ the crew will 
hand-stuff envelopes for one, while the 
automatic inserter takes care of another. 

Holman spends much of his time 
explaining postal regulations to 
employees, and keeping up with new 
regulations. “There are a lot of people 
who don’t understand how the mail 
system works,” he says. ‘‘For instance, 
some envelopes we get are sealed -- they 
automatically go first class, but they 
may not need to. They could go third or 
fourth class, which is less expensive.” 

ODOT spends about $12,000 a 
month on postage, and about $1,000 in 
UPS costs. 

Ironically, the crew doesn’t 
encounter the traditional Christmas 
postal rush. ‘“‘In some offices, instead of 
a box full of mail, we’’ll find a box of 
candy at Christmas,” Holman says. 
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DOUGLAS GYLLENSKOG, HWY 
Weighmaster 2, Farewell Bend POE 


As a weighmaster, | would like to see 
some legislation passed that would give 
our department some relief from 
enforcing Oregon’s present no-tolerance 
commercial vehicle weight laws. 


BOB HAMILTON, HWY 
Manager, Weighmaster and Permits 


Choosing one makes it easy. I’d settle 
for one that provides funding adequate 
to meet our financial needs. The tough 
part is drafting a bill Oregon voters will 
go for. Remember, gas tax and licensing 
increases have been voted down. Surely 
this matter will be one of Legislature’s 
priorities. 


ROY LANDIS, HWY 
HMS 1, Sisters 


Mandatory tire chains -- in any kind of 
ice or snow. I’ve given this question 
many years of thought. 


Jerry Robertson is VIA’s 
inquiring photographer. 
Hieseseiliects 
subjects. 
frame the question of the 
month. Answers are edited 
only for length. 


CANDID COMMENTS 


his own 
VIA’s editors 


CARLA OWENS, PARKS 
Secretary, Salem 


| would like to see citation authority 
granted to Parks employees. | think it 
would make the parks more enjoyable 
for all campers by providing employees 
with a way to control dogs running 
loose, rowdy campers, etc. We've gotten 
letters from people complaining about 
these two problems especially. 


MIKE WHITTAM, PARKS 
Region 1 Resource Coordinator 


We need to establish some means to 
fund some of our critical projects in the 
parks system within the next biennium. 
For instance, water and sewage systems 
in some of our parks are antiquated and 
need repair. 


Legislature, what would it be? 


DON CHEEVER, DMV 
MVR 3, Gresham 


| would like a bill to expand DEQ 
emission control testing into a statewide 
operation. If this is not feasible, or 
economical in our sparsely populated 
areas, then a program for checking cars 
based on county vehicle population 
could be instituted. 


RALPH MCGINNIS, AERO 
Assistant administrator, Salem 


I’d like to see a bill that would forbid 
the use of motor vehicle fuels taxes for 
any purpose other than for highway 
maintenance and construction, and their 
supporting requirements. | think that 
was the intention of the law when it was 
drafted, and | don’t like to see the taxes 
used for other purposes. 


If you were to introduce one bill relating to ODOT during the 1979 


ROLO STAPLES, DMV 
Office manager, Medford 


My bill would give authority to the 
permit section, under the Highway 
Division, to impose and regulate a fee to 
cover the cost of issuing all highway 
permits, and to control all commercial 
permits issued for highway use. 


BOB SANDMANN, METRO 
Special Projects Coordinator 


There should be a constitutional 
amendment to allow the use of state 
Highway Funds for both auto- and 
transit - related improvement projects. 


FAITH STEFFEN, ADMIN 
Librarian, Salem 


| would introduce legislation to 
guarantee funds to maintain an 
adequate level of highway repair. If the 
Highway Fund isn’t enough, then the 
law would provide General Funds, and 
revenue from other sources, if 
necessary. 
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Computer problems that plagued the 
Motor Vehicles Division for a week 
following Thanksgiving showed both 
“how dependent we are on the 
computer and how we can work around 
most of the problems we found,” says 
Tony DeLorenzo, systems and budget 
planning officer for the division. 

The computer developed electronic 
“bugs” following a planned shutdown on 
Nov. 22 to install new components. 
Originally scheduled to come back on 
line Monday morning after the long 
Thanksgiving weekend, the system 
wasn’t operating normally until the 
afternoon of Thursday, Nov. 30. 

During the down period, millions of 
motor vehicles records stored in the 
computer were inaccessible. 

DeLorenzo has compiled a report 
summarizing the experiences of various 
DMV offices, local and state police 


Drive testing 
devices okayed 


inemOnme von) Traffic Safety 
Commission has approved a $97,000 
project for the DMV to install 
automated driver test equipment in five 
of its field offices. 

The equipment, which will replace 
the written tests now given to determine 
driver knowledge of traffic laws and safe 
driving procedures, should be operating 
by next May, according to Dennis Rice, 
driver licensing supervisor. 

Automated testing devices will be 
installed in the East Portland office, in a 
new Cedar Hills DMV office when it 
opens next year, and in Salem, East 
Eugene and Medford when those offices 
are opened in new locations. 

Automated testing equipment is used 
in about 27 states. The equipment 
improves the ability of licensing 
agencies to educate as well as test 
drivers, and improves operating 
efficiency, according to Rice. Machines 
can also be used to research driver 
testing practices and procedures. 


departments and the courts during the 
week-long period when the computer 
was malfunctioning. 


The domino effect 


Overall, says DeLorenzo, Motor 
Vehicles didn’t have big problems, “but 
we sure caused problems for other 
people.” 

For example, customers getting 
driver’s licenses were issued temporary 
permits and told to return at a later 
time to get their regular photo license. 
Customers needing replacements for lost 
vehicle registration cards were told to 
return when the computer was working. 

Field office personnel were told that 
the computer would ‘‘be up tomorrow,” 
says DeLorenzo, “so when they told 
that to customers and these people 
came back and still couldn’t get service 
some of our employees had to take a lot 
of flak.” 

As the week wore on, things “‘just 
got stacked up” in Salem DMV 
headquarters. DeLorenzo says 
employees with lots of vacation time 
were encouraged to take some of it if 
they wanted. Others were shifted from 
their normal data entry tasks to filing 
correspondence and other paper 
records. 


Good timing for problems 


DeLorenzo says the problems could 
have been much more serious if the 
Thanksgiving weekend shutdown hadn’t 
been planned. ‘‘We knew we were going 
to be down for three or four days so we 
had a print-out made of all current 
driver license suspensions,” he says. 
That print-out was used to confirm 
inquiries from police. 

A number of truckers “got fouled 
up” because the PUC wouldn’t issue 
permits without an insurance binder and 
insurance companies wouldn’t issue 
binders without first checking DMV 
records. 

The mailing of registration renewal 
notices also stopped. DeLorenzo says 
this could be especially troublesome for 
truckers who operate nationwide and 
must get back in time to get DEQ 


Labor relations manager to focus 
efforts with field supervisors 


John Demusiak doesn’t like working 
in an office any more than absolutely 
necessary. 

ODOT’s new labor relations manager 
plans to concentrate his efforts in the 
field, helping supervisors throughout the 
state interpret and keep up to date on 


John Demusiak 
Labor Relations Manager 


labor 


employee contracts and 
negotiations. 

Demusiak, 34, replaces Gene Huntley 
who died during a fire at his home on 
Nov. 16. He will represent ODOT during 
agency and central contract negotiations 
with the OSEA and AEE, and review 


employee grievances. 


Past experience tailors him well for 
the job. As a negotiator in the Executive 
Department’s Employee Relations 
Section, he was the department’s 
spokesman during the 1977-79 central 
contract negotiations. The past year he 
was negotiations supervisor for the 
Personnel Division. 


Building relations 


Demusiak sees his first major 
objective as “building strong relations 


between this office and field 
OMOrSOMMel,” InG Selicl. “Wins 
communications need to be 


strengthened. Field supervisors are on 
the front lines of contract 
administration and need our full 
support.” 

In turn, Demusiak plans to learn 
more about the functions of ODOT’s 
various divisions during his first few 
months on the job. 

Originally from St. Clair Shores, 
Mich., Demusiak received a bachelor’s 
degree in psychology from Northern 
Michigan University, studied for his 
master’s degree at Michigan State 
University, and has attended the 
University of San Francisco Law 
School. 

Before moving to Oregon in 1974, he 
worked for the California Association of 
Employers in San Francisco and in 
other California cities. 

His wife Sue works for the Depart- 
ment of General Services. They live in 
Salem and have a daughter, Amy, 8. 


Things are back to normal at ODOT’s Computer Center. Above, Nancy Erwin and 


Computer problem freezes DMV 


% 


Steve Speckman enter instructions into the central processing unit. The rack of tapes 
at left is part of the “library” of stored information. 


permits in 
reregistering. 


Portland prior to 


Law enforcement suffers 


The biggest potential for serious 
problems was in the close tie-in between 
DMV and law enforcement agencies. 

Lloyd Smith, director of the Law 
Enforcement Data System (LEDS), 
which ties all police and court inquiries 
into the DMV computer, says law 
enforcement and vehicles “go together 
like hand and glove in our vehicle 
dependent society.” 

Smith estimates that about 95 
percent of police work revolves around 
people and their vehicles. 

In his report to DeLorenzo, Smith 
cites problems centering around stolen 
vehicles, hit and runs, and court 
appearances being held over and 


witnesses being sent home. 

Smith says there’s always a way to 
get information in a real crisis, “but on 
a day-to-day basis there’s just no 
back-up for the computer.” He says that 
LEDS tallied 315,000 law enforcement- 
related inquiries to the DMV computer 
records in November alone. 


Where will it end? 


DMV staff have been putting in 
many hours of over-time trying to catch 
up with the backlog. But that 
malevolent computer is still trying their 
patience. Data-Entry Unit Manager 
Lorraine Hesketh brought an overtime 
crew in on Saturday, Dec. 9th, but had 
to send them home half-way through 
the day. 

Why?You guessed it, the computer 
took another unscheduled break. 


Moving up the ladder 


David Hollett 
HMW 3 


The following employees were 
promoted recently. 


CONGRATULATIONS! 


Terry LE. Andrews, HWY, 
maintenance worker 2, Coquille, to 
HMW 3, Portland. 

Charles L. Baird, HWY, highway 
engineer 2 to 3, Milwaukie. 

Charles F. Bellmore, HWY, heavy 
equipment mechanic trainee, Salem to 
heavy equipment mechanic 1, Bend. 

Keith Chartier, HWY, HMW 2 to 3, 
Seaside. 

Charles Church, HWY, HMW 2 to 3, 
Lake of the Woods. 

Murray J. Colwell, HWY, engineering 
technician 1, Salem to HE 1, The Dalles. 

Phyllis Costello, DMV, clerical 
assistant to specialist, Salem. 

Noel L. DeLapp, HWY, automotive 
mechanic 1 to 2, Salem. 

Ralph J. Favorit, HWY, HMW 2 to 3, 
Bend. 

David E. Hollett, HWY, HMW 2 to 3, 
Astoria. 


Richard Juden, HWY, highway 
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Jean Pearson 


maintenance supervisor 1 to 2, Portland. 

Lee McLeod, DMV, CA to CS, 
Salem. 

Phyllis Morley, CA to CS, Salem. 

Jack H. Neth, HWY, HMW 3 to HMS 
1, Bend. 

Louis D. Olson, TECH SERV, ET 2 
to 3, Salem. 

Jean Pearson, HWY, secretary to 
administrative assistant, Salem. 

Ernest W. Reynolds, HWY, HMW 3, 
The Dalles, to HMS 1, Lake of the 
Woods. 

Stephen W. Roberts, PARKS, 
manager 2, Farewell Bend State Park, to 
manager 3, J. S. Sawyer State Park. 

Mark A. Robinson, HWY, HMW 3, 
North Bend, to HMS 1, Newport. 

Gwynn Runner, DMV, CA to CS, 
Salem. 

Fred O. Saxton, HWY, automotive 
mechanic 1 to 2, Portland. 

Irene Smith, DMV, CA to CS, Salem. 

Robert M. Stenerson, HWY, HE 2, 
Albany, to HE 3, Salem. 

Allen G. Trout, HWY, ET 2 to 3, 
Salem. 
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Chief Busch recalls old weighmaster era 


By Shannon Priem Allen 


When Vern Busch retired on Dec. 31, 
the Highway Division lost part of its 
core. 

ODOT’s chief weighmaster was part 
of the first team of weighmasters hired 
in 1941 when the program began. As of 
last year, there were three of the 
“original 21” left -- Ottis Dewey of 
Central Point, Busch, and Don 
Townsend of Salem. Dewey retired last 
fall and Townsend, who takes over as 
chief, will retire next year. 

Busch, 62,enjoyed the chance to talk 
about his 37-year career with ODOT. 
With a gray crew cut and gravelly voice, 
he looks more like a drill sergeant. The 
people he works with, however, see him 
as “one of the kindest, helpful men | 
know,’’ says his secretary, Wanda 
Wortman. 

Busch became chief when Clint Deyo 
retired in 1976. “I had a 20-year 
apprenticeship under him,” Busch jokes, 
“before taking over for two years.” 

Summing up the past 22 years in 
Salem, Busch says, “‘l always was a 
weighmaster, even as chief. I’m a firm 
believer in getting out in the field, not 
to just inspect, but to help.” 

Busch managed 93 weighmasters 
throughout the state who enforce 


Oregon’s size and weight laws and PUC 
regulations. 


Commercial trucks are 


taxed according to their weight and the 
miles they travel on Oregon’s highways. 

Busch liked to “‘stay out of politics as 
much as possible,” he says. But his 
knowledge of the trucking industry led 
him into the 1977 legislative arena, 
where he helped revise size and weight 
regulations. 

“We adopted the federal Table B, 
which is a set of allowable sizes and 
weights that makes Oregon uniform 
with the rest of the county,’ Busch 
says. He worked closely with the 
industry in forming the revisions. 

“Vern has earned the respect of the 
trucking industry,’ said Bob Hamilton, 
head of the Permits and Weighmaster 
Section, ‘“‘as well as respect from both 
supervisors and subordinates. He was 
firm, but fair in laying down the law at 
the scales.” 


$135 a month 


Busch was plowing snow at the 
Santiam Pass when the department 
recruited men at $135 a month to weigh 
trucks and check PUC plates in 1941. 
During the early years, only log trucks 
were checked. Most scales were located 
between Salem and Eugene. 

“State police couldn’t regulate the 
heavy trucks, and something needed to 
be done -- there were more and more on 
the roads,” he said. 

Weighmasters didn’t write tickets on 


Vern Busch 
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Retirees Let Us Know 


Catching up 


Lewis G. Hadley, 112 Paisley, 97636. 
Retired 1977. 

Lewis has been catching up on 
projects he had postponed during his 
working days -- painting, building a 
porch, yard work and fishing. 

“1 have also been trying to kill off 
the morning-glory that took over while | 
worked at Alkali Lake,” he writes. 

He painted his house and garage, 
kept his hedge pruned, his lawn mowed 
and watered. He also visited his children 
in Medford and Portland. 

Lewis wishes ODOT employees and 
retirees a Happy New Year. 


Warn dies of cancer 


Charles Warn, 917 NW Sunset Dr., 
Grants Pass. Retired 1964. 

Mrs. Warn wrote to tell readers that 
Charlie died July 27 of lung cancer. 
“But the 14: years he was retired were 
wonderful ones,” she said. 

The Warns spent their winters away 
from cold weather -- in Mexico, Central 
America, Florida and Arizona. “Our 
summers were busy around the house, 
and Charlie never did get to do as much 
fishing as he wanted. At least once each 
summer he’d go to the highway shops to 
visit with the old gang. Our home during 
most of those years was in Bend.” 


Vern Busch talks with Don Townsend, who took over as chief weighmaster when 


Busch retired on Dec. 31. 


over-loads at first. Instead, PUC permits 
were taken away temporarily. “Truckers 
didn’t like that and tried to change the 
rules, but the governor backed us up.” 

Weighmasters warmed themselves 
over wood stoves in the old scale 
houses. “‘We’d carry an ax around and 
chop off bark from the log trucks when 
we ran out of wood,’’ Busch remembers. 
“They didn’t mind.” 


Cat and Mouse 


Trucks often avoided scale houses. It 
was up to the weighmasters to catch 
them, says Busch, who has had his share 
of chasing “‘bootlegger”’ trucks. 

Often, drivers of over-weight trucks 
would hide their rigs, waiting for the 
scales to close. Busch calls the practice 
“laying out.” 

“We waited it out with them, playing 
cat and mouse,” Busch says, recalling 
one relentless pursuit of a driver who 
went to all lengths to hide his truck. 

We raced after him, and eventually 
traced a water leak from his truck, 
snuck up behind him and hid until he 
thought the coast was clear at 6 a.m. As 
it turned out, he was over-weight. 

“You might say the old-time 
weighmasters were like baby-sitters,” he 
laughs. 

The 21 weighmasters were spread 
thinly in the 1940s, so truckers could 
easily avoid some scales. “But the 
majority followed the rules without 
complaints,” he says. “We just couldn’t 
cover all the ground, and still can’t.” 


Jolted out of neglect 


An incident in Wagontire on US 395 
in 1956, however, jolted the department 
out of its neglect. “That was a landmark 
-- a truck was too heavy and the 
pavement gave way beneath it. It was 
stuck,’’ Busch recalls. “The timing was 
perfect, because the commission 
happened to be touring the highway 
that day.” 


“ibe 


Twenty-three more weighmasters 
were hired. 

But in 1963, 18 positions were cut. 
“We had been weighing about 500,000 
trucks a year, and could maintain that 
level, which is what the PUC wanted,” 
Busch says. The PUC uses weighmaster 
logs in auditing the industry’s records to 
make sure it pays enough weight-mile 
taxes. 

As the trucking industry grew, more 
weighmasters were gradually hired to 
the current crew of 93. 

How has the industry changed, from 
a weighmaster’s standpoint? 

“There aren’t as many ‘gypo’ 
(one-man trucking outfits) today. Many 
of them have developed into fleet 
owners,” Busch says. “There’s so much 
competition, the bad ones lose out.” 

Truc kieis ta welwallissomembome 
self-regulating, he adds. “They police 
themselves, because if a trucker has to 
follow rules, he wants everyone else to. 
Many of our tips on over-weight trucks 
come from truckers.”’ 

How does he compare the “original 
21” with the new crop of weighmasters? 

“We were pretty dedicated. Back 
then, you’d give anything to have, and 
keep a job. We all grew up during the 
depression. We put up with bad 
conditions. But | think there’s a similar 
dedication among the crew today. They 
do good work.” 

Busch jjo.k ines lVaee@enieiasm HO 
weighmasters as ‘“‘step children” of the 
Highway Division. “We're different than 
engineers or maintenance workers. We 
sit around in a little station, and the 
average employee doesn’t really 
understand our job,” he says,‘‘and sees 
very little tangible evidence of what we 
do.”’ 

The evidence is in the books -- if the 
state didn’t enforce weight laws to the 
fullest, it could lose up to $120 million 
a year in taxes. Weighmasters weigh over 
1 million trucks a year. 
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